

David Rankin is one of Australia’s foremost international artists.  He is considered to be one of the most highly collectable artists of his generation.  Rankin’s artworks have been acquired by some of the most prestigious collections worldwide.  He has received overwhelming critical acclaim and has held over 100 one-person exhibitions over the past four decades in cities as diverse as Paris, Beijing, Tokyo, New York, London, Washington, Vienna, Cologne and Berlin.  David Rankin’s most recent exhibition of sculpture was held in New York in October 2007 with resounding success and was featured on the cover of New York Arts International.

David Rankin was born in Devon, England in 1946.  He immigrated to Australia with his family in 1949.  He spent his childhood in the 1950’s in the semi-rural Port Hacking region south of Sydney and his teenage years in country New South Wales, from Hay, Wagga Wagga and Albury in the south to Bourke and Brewarrina in the north.

He is a self-taught artist developing his techniques and ideas in the outback towns of his youth.  Needless to say he read and was inspired by the great artists from Leonardo de Vinci to Paul Klee.  He also read and was influenced by the history of Buddhism and the art of Asia.

In his travels before he arrived in Sydney in 1967 he developed a concept of what he wanted to achieve as an Australian artist.  His dream was to express the anima, the life spirit or the essence of God in all nature.  To do this he declared that as an Australian artist he could bring the elements of Western Art together with an understanding and love for the cultures of Asia and the Australian Aborigine.  He also felt that as Australia was closer to the Orient than Europe it made sense to think about the art of Indian, Chinese and Japanese artists, and that one could not be an authentic articulate Australian artist without a love and respect for the artistic and spiritual expressions of the various Aboriginal peoples and cultures.  He felt that any Australian Art had to have a sense of place and that is nowhere better expressed than in Aboriginal painting.

Throughout his career it has been the inspiration of these early insights welded to the visual experience of his life whether outback claypans, the walls of Jerusalem or the deserts of Mexico that has produced so many moving and memorable paintings.

He has been lavishly praised in the New York Times for the power, insight and quality of his work.  He was selected as Australia's official representative in the UNESCO Fortieth Anniversary Exhibition celebrations that toured the world's capitals.  He has been featured in the Salon I'Mai in Paris and the Chicago and Cologne Art Fairs.  Among the many prizes and awards he has been honoured with is the 1983 Wynne Prize, Australia's premier landscape prize.  In 2001 an English-German monograph on his work titled The Walls of the Heart: The Work and Life of David Rankin was published by the renowned US critic and art historian Dore Ashton.  Ashton is the author of many titles including The New York School and About Rothko.  In 2005-2006 a major exhibition of Rankin’s art David Rankin Works: 1967 -2004, curated by Dore Ashton, toured through public galleries in Australia.  
In 1989 Rankin moved with his wife, poet, essayist and novelist, Lily Brett to live in New York.  From their home in New York they continue to explore both their Australian roots and culture and the opportunities and challenges of an international community.

In his long career Rankin has followed his vision and painted images that have spoken, and continue to speak, his unique vocabulary to people of many countries and cultures.


